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an ignominious retreat from Hindustan. Akbar was his mascot.
The child, he was convinced, was a harbinger of good fortune.
He remembered the words of Khwaja Ahmad Jam who, in a
dream at Lahore nearly three years ago, had encouraged him not
to lose heart as good fortune was round the corner. Humayun.
believed that Akbar was a reincarnation of the Khwaja himself.
Boosted by this conviction, he took the surrender to Shah Hussain
with an equanimity that surprised his followers. The crossing of
the river Bhakkar was eventless, Hussain scrupulously kept the
terms of the compact. The Mughals were escorted out of Sind by
contingents of his army commanded by generals of repute. At the
border, before he entered Baluchistan, a sealed letter from the-
Shah was handed over to Humayun. In this communication,
Hussain praised Humayun's decision to eschew war, bade him a
cordial farewell, and assured him of his neutrality in Mughal
affairs. He wrote:
Circumstances left me no alternative but to maintain neutrality
not only between you and your brothers, but also between you
and the present rulers of Hindustan. The independence of Sind
would have been endangered had I taken any other course.
Whereas I sympathize with you, it would have been imprudent
on my part to stray from the path of friendship for all. At one
stage, armed conflict between us looked imminent. The great
Allah be praised for saving us from that eventuality. Your ac-
ceptance of the peace plan was an act of high statesmanship.
We now part as friends. At this time when you are about to
leave Sind, I would like to convey to you and your family our
good wishes for the future. May the Almighty protect you from
the dangers that apparently lie ahead. Farewell, friend! I am
happy at the thought that the terms of the peace agreement
were observed in letter and spirit by both sides. I must not close
this letter without invoking God's protection for your infant
son Jala-ud-din Muhammad Akbar. The circumstances of his
birth at Amarkot are known to all. In Sind there is a saying
that a child born amidst strangers grows up to amass fame and
riches. We shall watch his future with interest.
In the end, I would like to seek your forgiveness for suck
inconveniences as you may have suffered whilst on our territory.